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Cornerstones of responding to the Opioid 
Crisis

❖ 1. Training in Narcan/Safe injection sites

❖ 2. Safe injection sites

❖ 3. Train more clinicians to prescribe Buprenorphine

❖ 4. Dealing with the stigma

❖ 5. Peer support







Safe injection sites coming to 
NYC

❖ De Blasio’s supports the plan to create 4 new Overdose 

Prevention sites in NYC but needs approval of District 

Attorney and State Department of Health and Federal 

Law as well as local hurdles to make this happen.

❖ Sites would be located at Washington Heights, Midtown 

West in Manhattan; the Long wood section of the Bronx; 

and Gowanus, Brooklyn.





❖ Buprenorphine maintenance for opioid dependence 

remains of limited availability among underserved 

populations, despite increases in US opioid misuse and 

overdose deaths. Low threshold primary care treatment 

models including the use of unobserved, “home,” 

buprenorphine induction may simplify initiation of care 

and improve access. 



NYC DOH commitment to increase 
access









Stigma affects clinicians willing 
to treat

❖ Physicians were hesitant about becoming certified or providing buprenorphine 

maintenance treatment because of the stigmatized nature of the opioid 

dependent patient. 

❖ Overall, 75% of physician participants identified negative attitudes towards 

substance abuse patients or addiction treatment as dissuading doctors from 

prescribing buprenorphine. One physician noted, “providers generally are not 

interested in treating opiate addicted patients because they are problematic in 

general. It’s a little more difficult type of patient to deal with.” 

❖ Lack of training: “Addiction medicine is a really challenging field and I’m not 

sure one all-day session prepares you for dealing with this type of population.”

❖ Other barriers to prescribing included prior authorization requirements, lack of 

clinical resources (space, staff) and psychiatric services.



Peer support

Having peer support programs can be

a helpful adjuvant for providers

providing MAT care 



Our Program

Total patient enrolled 

(since 2015)
62

# New enrollees in 2018 18

#Active Patients in the 

Program
46

Retention rate 74%



Working with clients

❖ Building trust

❖ Counseling

❖ Group therapy

❖ Challenges


