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My name is Katie Mui, and | am the Policy & Programs Manager at the Supportive Housing Network of
New York, a membership organization representing over 200 nonprofits that develop, own, and operate
supportive housing across the state.

Last week, the Network was proud to stand alongside the Council’s Progressive Caucus, Speaker Menin,
and other housing advocates to call for critical investments through the Rentals Within Reach campaign,
which would unlock supportive housing and public housing for more than 20,000 New Yorkers. In
addition to supporting our ask of $65.3 million to preserve 325 supportive housing units in FY27, the
Progressive Caucus has proposed a $13 million flexible expense fund for smaller repairs to help
providers speed up the re-rental process. On behalf of our members in NYC, we applaud the Progressive
Caucus for their leadership, vision, and recognition of the importance of preserving supportive housing.

For decades, NYC has invested hundreds of millions of dollars to create supportive housing for New
Yorkers in need of stability. These homes have transformed lives and strengthened families

and communities. But like any long-term investment, supportive housing requires ongoing care and
maintenance to remain a vital part of the city’s safety net.

Our nonprofits are under enormous financial strain due to contract rates that have not caught up with
rising costs. They lack the capital and operating support required to make major repairs,

improve accessibility for tenants aging in place, and retrofit properties, so that they meet modern
energy efficiency standards. Without additional investments, an estimated 20% of supportive housing
units are at risk of going offline and staying vacant longer.

At the same time, NYC stands to lose millions in HUD funding in the coming years as the federal
government disinvests in permanent supportive housing through the Continuum of Care program.
Providers rely on this previously guaranteed rental assistance to maintain their buildings and units.
Without this necessary income, 5,000 formerly homeless New Yorkers are, once again, at risk of losing
their homes.

When the federal government targets evidence-based housing solutions and criminalizes our most
vulnerable, the city must step up. We are at a unigue moment where the NYC Council, administration,
and supportive housing sector are aligned on the need to preserve existing housing stock. A supportive
housing preservation program would provide nonprofits with a critical mechanism to remain financially
stable, so they can continue serving tenants with the quality care and housing they deserve.

Building more housing is not the only way to solve the housing crisis. Every supportive housing unit we
preserve and save is a home that remains available to a New Yorker who needs stability, services, and
dignity. We urge the council to invest $78.3 million to preserve 325 supportive housing units and
renovate another 1,000 units in FY27.
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Supportive housing works when the system is fully funded. We also support the following investments
to strengthen the human services workforce:

e Fund the 3% cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) for City-contracted human services workers and
pass Intro 452, the Human Services Wage Equity Legislation sponsored by Council Member
Stevens.

¢ Fund the $4.5M baseline for peer support specialists in the FY27 budget.




