ENDING THE CRIMINALIZATION OF
HOMELESSNESS AND MENTAL

HEALTH
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What is CCIT-NYC?
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What is the Behavioral Emergency Assistance
Response Program, or B-HEARD?
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What does CCIT-NYC advocate for?
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Daniel’s Law Advocacy: Daniel Prude

On March 23, 2020, Daniel Prude was experiencing an acute mental health
crisis when his family called 911 for help.

He was naked in the street and posed no risk to anyone. Yet, Rochester
Police responded in force, handcuffed him, placed a hood over his head, and
held him face down on the cold pavement until he stopped breathing.

Daniel Prude was mocked and treated cruelly by officers with no
understanding of his needs.

Prude was a Black man experiencing an obvious mental health crisis, and he

deserved care and dignity — but he was denied both. Instead, police killed
him.
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Daniel’s Law: Mental Health F|rst
Responders

Since the killing of Daniel Prude at the hands of police,
the Daniel’s Law Coalition has worked to create a
statewide system to deploy peer supporters and EMT
staff rather than police first responders

In 2023, the state created The Daniel’s Law Task Force
to gather information and create recommendations
for implementing the system. They completed their
work by the end of 2024, and provided
recommendations pushing the state to create a
statewide Behavioral Health Crisis Technical Assistance
Center and pilot programs to begin collecting data and
providing the appropriate response
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Daniel’s Law Advocacy

Over the last two year’s, we have secured S16
million for Daniel’s Law initiatives, with $S2 million
for the BHTAC and $14 million for “pilot” programs

We continue to push for the proposed legislation
to pass the legislature and expand programs to the
whole state.

The current funding will provide for at least 7
programs, with three expected to be operating by
2027 and the other four to be bid out in the
coming months
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RISE UP CAMPAIGN
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Criminalizing Homelessness & Poverty:
An Attack on

* Cicero “anti-homeless” Campaign
 Template Bill
e Grants Pass v. Johnson (SCOTUS, 2024)
e 330+ bills make it a crime to be homeless have been introduced since this
decision;
* Hundreds of criminalization ordinances on the books in NYS alone
e Executive Order 45321 (2025)
 HUD Notices of Funding Opportunity (2025 (repealed), 2026 (active))
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Stop Law Enforcement of Encampment Penalties (“SLEEP”) Act
(A5452/Forrest)

Key Provisions:
Prohibits criminal punishment & forced commitments for
sleeping, camping, and other postures in public spaces;
Prohibits personal property removal for sleeping, camping, etc.,
on any publicly-owned property;
Promotes non-punitive alternatives to residing outdoors;
Expands definition of public spaces to include mass transit,
sidewalks, alleys, bridge underpasses, etc.;
Enshrines right to move freely & right to rest (Homeless Bill of
Rights (A10451/Forrest; S4885/Comrie))

» Coalition:

Source: AMNY (May 15, 2022); link here * Formed in the summer of 2025;

12+ organizations (upstate & downstate);

Mutual membership with CCIT-NYC, RISE UP, and Daniel’s Law
Coalitions
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https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A5452/amendment/A
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A10451
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S4885
https://www.amny.com/news/advocates-claim-homeless-encampment-sweep-bias-redeploying-nypd-agents/

Advancing the ‘Right to Housing’: From Global to the Local

* Enshrining international
legal standards into local
legislative solutions (i.e.,
anti-torture, anti-policing,
right to life, etc.);

Comprehensive, multi-
issue decriminalization
platform designed to
codify ‘housing as a human
right’;

Organizing and political
education tool
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