
 
 

NYC Council Restores Proposed Cuts to HIV/AIDS Supportive Housing  
$5.1 million saved in $68.5 billion budget 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
New York, NY (The Network) June 28, 2012 
 
Today, the New York City Council approved a $68.5 billion budget that restored $5.1 million in 
proposed cuts to HIV/AIDS supportive housing contracts. The cuts, proposed by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg's budget, would have impacted 4,500 supportive housing tenants funded by the NYC 
Human Resources Administration, HIV/AIDS Services Administration (HRA HASA). Since the 
program receives a 29% state match, the total budget cut to HASA supportive housing contracts 
would have been $7.2 million. The Council also restored several critical programs for people 
living with HIV/AIDS including the Momentum Food & Nutrition program, community-based 
HIV prevention contracts and HASA’s financial management contract. 
 
The restorations were made possible thanks to the leadership of Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn, General Welfare Chair Annabel Palma and their staff. 
 
“For a third year in a row, Speaker Quinn and General Welfare Chair Palma have shown their 
extraordinary commitment to supportive housing for New Yorkers with HIV/AIDS,” said 
Network Executive Director Ted Houghton. 
 
This restoration saves hundreds of caseworker jobs in supportive housing, maintaining the 
critical on-site care that helps stabilize and keep housed formerly homeless and disabled tenants.  
 
“Supportive housing for people living with HIV/AIDS requires on-site social services teams who 
build a community with their residents and understand the histories of health for the men, women 
and children they serve,” said Wren Longno, Director of Communications at Housing and 
Services, Inc. (HSI). “We are grateful to the New York City Council for recognizing the vital 
role of services in supportive housing.” 
 
The Network has devoted much of the last five months to highlighting the impact of these cuts. 
Most recently, the Network joined Housing Works, Village Care, VOCAL-NY and dozens of 
supportive housing providers and tenants on June 5 to hold more than a dozen legislative 
meetings with key NYC Council Members and their staff. The all-day event consisted of an 
advocacy training session in the morning and meetings throughout the day. 
 
The Network would like to thank Speaker Quinn, Council Member Palma and all the Council 
Members, providers, tenants and fellow advocates that helped restore this critical funding. 
 
In addition, the administration included an additional $3.8 million of City funds for 300 new 
NY/NY III supportive housing units to be included in next year’s budget. Coupled with State 
funding, this will result in $7.7 million in total new funding for the initiative. The Network has 



worked closely with HRA/HASA leadership on this issue and would like to thank them and their 
staff for expediting the funding of these NY/NY III units. 
 
About the Supportive Housing Network of New York: 
The Supportive Housing Network of New York is a nonprofit membership organization with 
offices in New York City and Albany. Established in 1988, the Network represents over 200 
nonprofits that develop and operate supportive housing. The Network serves as a voice for the 
provider community, which has created the largest, best-managed and most innovative 
supportive housing stock in the nation. Learn more at www.shnny.org.  
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